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CONFIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 1 1400 

LIMDIS 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, SOPN, IN 

SUBJ: MOHAMMED YUNUS' ATTACK ON WESTERN PRESS: OTHER GOI 
REACTIONS 

REF: NEW DELHI 11284 

1 . EMBOFF WAS TOLD LAST NIGHT OF COMMENT BY MEA FONSEC JAGAT 
MEHTA TO INDIAN FRIEND AFTER LEARNING OF REMARKS BY MOHAMMED 
YUNUS ON WESTERN PRESS REPORTED REFTEL: WITH CLEAR DISMAY, 
MEHTA SAID, "YUNUS HAS UNDONE IN ONE HOUR THE DIPLOMATIC 
WORK OF A YEAR*" THE PM'S PRESS SECRETARY, SHARDAPRASAD, 

WAS REPORTED BY THE SAME SOURCE AS HAVING SAID THAT YUNUS' 
REMARKS WERE "SIMPLY MAD." A MEMBER OF THE CONGRESS PAR- 
LIAMENTARY PARTY’S EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE TOLD POLCOUNSELOR THIS 
MORNING THAT "NO ONE SHOULD TAKE YUNUS’ LANGUAGE SERIOUSLY. 
THAT'S THE WAY PATHANS TALK, AND HE SAYS THE SAME THING TO A 
PUBLIC AUDIENCE HE MIGHT SAY IN YOUR LIVING ROOM, WITHOUT 
THINKING ABOUT THE CONSEQUENCE." 

2. COMMENT: AS WE NOTED REFTEL, YUNUS' STYLE IS NOTABLY 
OFF-HAND. WE HAVE NO DOUBT THAT SENIOR OFFICIALS EXPECTED 
HE WOULD BE CRITICAL OF THE WESTERN PRESS BUT IT IS 
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INTERESTING TO NOTE THE DESCRIBED REACTION OF OFFICIALS TO 
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THE PARTICULAR FORM HIS CRITICISM TOOK. THE FRG EMBASSY 
INFORMS US. AS DID THE BRITISH, THAT THEY DO NOT EXPECT TO 
TAKE ANY FORMAL NOTE WITH THE GOI OF YUNUS’ REMARKS. 

SAXBE 
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